Who Is the Holy Spirit?

The Word
Read together Acts 2:1-41

The Big Idea
The Holy Spirit is involved in every aspect of our spiritual lives.  He brings God’s power and presence into our lives, shaping us to become more and more like Jesus.

Questions for Discussion
1.  If someone asked you the question, “What’s the main way you’ve experienced the Spirit in your life?” how would you answer that question?  

2.  Read together Jesus’ description of being born again in John 3:3-8. What issues or questions does Jesus’ description of the Spirit’s work in our conversion raise in your mind? 

3.  Read Paul’s description of the Spirit’s work in our hearts from Romans 8:15-16.  If a regular church goer came to you lamenting, “that has never been my experience,” how would you respond to them?  What perspectives or advice would you give them?  

4.  On Sunday this general sentiment was shared: “If it’s the Spirit’s role to purify us then it will probably be the case that most of the spiritual change in our lives won’t come from our resolutions, initiative, and work, but rather from moments when we have to surrender, let go, and yield to him.”  Do you agree?  Has that been your actual experience? 

5.  Consider the four descriptions of the Spirit mentioned on Sunday:  God’s creative power, God’s refreshing presence, God’s purifying presence, and God’s empowerment for ministry.  Which of those do you most need from God’s Spirit at this time?  How can your group be praying for you in that regard? 

Sermon Outline
I.  The Holy Spirit brings up lots of confusion for many people
A.  He’s harder to visualize than the Father and Son, and He often gets depersonalized in our minds (like the Force)
B.  Talking about the Spirit often brings up the reality of the Trinity which is mysterious and confusing
C.  Controversies surround the Spirit’s work in our lives today regarding the more supernatural gifts such as healing, prophecy, and tongues.
B.  A more fully-formed biblical understanding and experience of the Spirit is essential to a healthy life with God.

II.  The image of the Spirit as wind (v. 2):  God’s creative power
A.  The Hebrews have one word to describe wind, breath, and spirit.  
B.  In the Hebrew Scriptures, the Spirit often represents the creative power of God working in his creation to do what can’t be done by human power
		1.  The Spirit hovered over the waters at creation (Genesis 1:2)
2.  God breathed his breath/spirit into Adam and he became a living being (Genesis 2)
3.  God’s wind/spirit blew over night and parted the red sea (Exodus 14)
4.  God’s Spirit blew on the dry bones of Israel and brought them back to life when they were hopeless and powerless (Ezekiel 37)
C.  In the New Testament, the Spirit brings God’s creative power to do in us what we can’t do for ourselves (both create spiritual life where there is no life, and then to bring spiritual change where we are powerless to change ourselves)
1.  John 3:3-8:  Notice how the Spirit is the one who regenerates us/gives us spiritual life so that become Christians in the first place.  
2.  Every conversation is a creative act of the Spirit:  “If anyone is in Christ, new creation!”  

III.  The image of the Spirit as water:  God’s refreshing presence
(notice “poured out” in v. 18, 33 and connection with baptism in v. 38)
A.  The Jews were a desert people who appreciated the need for water
	1.  God provided miracle water in the desert (Exodus 17)
2.  Ezekiel envisioned a river flowing from a future temple (from God’s presence) bringing life and refreshment wherever it went (Ezekiel 47)
	3.  The promise of the Spirit was associated with clean water (Ezekiel 36:25-27)
[bookmark: OLE_LINK5][bookmark: OLE_LINK6]	B.  Jesus comes promising to bring refreshment to thirsty people through his Spirit
		1.  John 7:37-38:  “Rivers of living water” identified as the Spirit
		2.  John 4: the woman at the well
C.  The Spirit brings the refreshing presence of God to our thirsty souls
1.  Romans 8:15-16: The Spirit speaks God’s love and affection to the very depths of our spirit
2.  Through the Spirit’s presence we really begin to experience God as our Abba Father.

IV.  The image of the Spirit as fire (v. 3):  God’s purifying presence
A.  In the Hebrew Scriptures God’s holy presence often comes in fire
1.  Moses and the burning bush (Exodus 3)
2.  Mt. Sinai and the covenant with Israel (Exodus 19) 
B.  Likewise the New Testament connects God’s Holy Spirit with fire
	1.  Pentecost
2.  The seven lamps before God’s throne which represent the Spirit of God (Revelation 4:5)
C.  Fire Purifies
		1.  It takes things that are superficial/temporary and burns them up	
		2.  It takes things that are more permanent (metal, gold) and purifies them
3.  Likewise, the Spirit enter our lives, searches our hearts, and burns away our attachments to temporary superficial things, so that we can have a more undivided attachment and passion for God.
4.  The Spirit’s role is to purify us so that we are more and more like Jesus, exhibiting the fruit of the Spirit which are the characteristics of Christ (Galatians 5:22-26)		
5.  If it’s the Spirit’s role to purify us, than much of our sanctification process involves simply yielding, surrendering more fully to him.  The major changes in our lives don’t usually come from our resolutions and initiative, but most often happen when we’ve had to surrender, let go, and yield to him.  

V.  The image of the Spirit as tongues (v. 3-4): God’s empowerment for ministry
	A.  Pentecost is a reversal of Babel
B.  Pentecost was a festival celebrating the spring harvest, and God empowered his disciples to bring in a harvest of 3000 souls that day!
C.  The Spirit brings God’s empowerment for ministry
1.  In Acts this Spirit-filled ministry is primarily to the unsaved world.  When people are filled with the Spirit they preach the word boldly and with effect. 
a.  Peter’s Spirit-filled sermon in Acts 2 
			b.  Peter and John before the Sanhedrin in Acts 3-4
c.  Stephen’s speech and martyrdom in Acts 7
d.  Philip and the Ethiopian eunuch in Acts 8
c.  Throughout Acts, the Spirit is out in front, guiding disciples, prompting them, empowering them to witness to Jesus
2.  Throughout the New Testament the Spirit also empowers his people to minister to each other through the Gifts of the Spirit
a.  Some of the gifts are more extraordinary in nature (healing, prophecy, tongues) while others seem more ordinary (hospitality, teaching, serving, generosity)
b.  But in all cases the Spirit’s purpose in giving his people gifts is for the building up of each other. (See 1 Corinthians 12:4-7)God’s emphasis: Build up of others

VI.  Conclusion
A.  So the Spirit brings the Creative Power of God (wind), the refreshing presence of God (water), the purifying presence of God (fire), and God’s Empowerment for Ministry (tongues)
	B.  Where do you most need the Spirit to do a fresh work in your life? 
