Who Is Jesus?

The Word
Read together Colossians 1:15-20

The Big Idea
The early Jews who encountered Jesus would have had a growing sense of wonder and awe a who he was.  They would have experienced him as a fully alive human, and then as someone who was fulfilling all of God’s plans for their people, and finally as one who was actually fulfilling roles that only God himself can fulfill.

Questions for Discussion
1.  Consider the idea mentioned on Sunday that Jesus was not less human but actually more fully human than the rest of us.  What questions does that raise or what new avenues does that lead you down in your thinking?  

2.  As you consider Jesus as a human being, what specific quality do you most admire in him?  

3.  We discussed the idea of Jesus reliving Israel’s story and being the fulfilment of God’s promises to Israel.  To what extent is that relevant to those of us who are Gentiles?  

4.  Jesus is God in the flesh, and as such he makes the father known to us (Jn 1:18).  How does your view of the being we call “God” compare with your view of the man, Jesus?  If God’s character and sentiments are exactly the same as those of Jesus, how does that sit with you? 

5.  Sunday’s message concluded with the basic call of Jesus: “Follow me.” How did reflecting on who Jesus is make you want to follow him more?  Is there some specific way you want to answer that call to follow in light of Sunday’s message?   

Sermon Outline
I.  Introduction
A.  Regardless of what you think about him, Jesus is undoubtedly the most influential person who has ever lived.
B.  Rather than start with the high and exalted view of Jesus that the church has today, it’s interesting to consider what those original first century Israelites would have come to believe about him based on his life, death, and resurrection.

II.  Jesus is fully human
A.  Fully human
1.  The phrase “image of the invisible God” (v. 15) is a phrase that first applied to human beings in Genesis 1.  In this sense Jesus is a descendant of Adam and Eve just like rest of us.
2.  The gospels present Jesus as very human
	a.  He develops in wisdom like any human (Lk 2:52)
	b.  He learns obedience like any human (Hb 5:8)
	c.  His body experiences all the usual states: hunger, thirst, exhaustion
	d.  He experiences the full range of human emotions
	e.  He’s tempted with every temptation common to man (Hb 4:14)
3.  The full humanity of Jesus would be the one thing no 1st century person would question.  That would be the obvious given of Jesus’ life. 
	B.  Fully human
1.  He is the fulfillment of God’s original design for humanity.  There was something fuller to his way of being human than anyone else
2.  In Genesis 1-3, God originally gave human beings the vocation to partner with him in bringing his love, justice, and virtue to the whole world.  Rather than partner, we chose independence and became spiritually dead. But Jesus shows us what a human being living fully in partnership with God looks like
3.  Consider some of the ways Jesus was more fully alive than the rest of us.  Consider the fullness of his presence, freedom, grace, truth, courage, etc. 
	
III. Jesus is the fulfilment of God’s story with his people, Israel
	A.  God’s “firstborn” (v. 15) was originally applied to Israel (Exodus 4:22-23)
	B.  Jesus relives Israel’s story
1.  Israel went from Canaan, down to Egypt, back up through the waters of the Red Sea and into the wilderness for 40 years for a time of testing.  
2.  So also Jesus went from Canaan, down to Egypt, back up through the waters of the baptism and into the wilderness for 40 days for a time of testing.  Yet where Israel failed, he remains faithful
	C.  Jesus fulfills and embodies the major symbols Israels’ history
		1.  Jesus as the prophet promised by Moses (Deuteronomy 18:15)
2.  Jesus as the messianic king promised to David (2 Samuel 7:12-16)
3.  Jesus as the fulfilment of the temple (John 2:19)
4.  Jesus as the sacrificial lamb (John 1:29)
	D.  All of God’s promises find their “yes” in Jesus (2 Corinthians 1:20)

IV.  Jesus is the fulfilment/embodiment of Israel’s God
A.  “For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell (v. 19) 
B.  No one in the first century was expecting God to show up.  In fact, Israel’s primary theological conviction was that God is one and you should not worship any other gods.  See the Shema in Deuteronomy 6:4.
C.  But the man, Jesus, starts doing things only Yahweh does
	1.  Declaring people’s sins forgiven
	2.  Feeding people with bread in the wilderness
	3.  Calming the sea
D.  And Jesus starts saying things only Yahweh can say
	1.  “I am the good shepherd”
	2.  “Come to me and find rest” 
	3.  “Before Abraham was I am”
E.  At his resurrection, they begin to worship him, and he does not stop them from doing that or declare that they are blaspheming against God in doing that.
F.  They hold on to their strong monotheistic roots, but they come to believe that somehow that one God is embodied in the man Jesus and the identity of the one God is intricately bound up with the identity of the man, Jesus.
G.  2 Cor 4:6: For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.  Hebrews 1:3: He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature. 


