What is the Gospel?

The Word
Read together Colossians 1:15-23

The Big Idea
The gospel is good news about what God has done to reconcile us to himself.  Through simply trusting in what he has done, we can enter into an eternal relationship with the one our hearts were made for.  

Questions for Discussion 
1.  An aspect of our previous alienation from God is that we were enemies of God in our minds and our behaviors.  Where do you think you still struggle to adopt God’s way of thinking about life, and where do you struggle do implement that way of thinking in your daily life?   

2.  We looked at the “great exchange” that takes place on the cross: “God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God” (2 Corinthians 5:21).  What questions or issues does the cross still raise in your mind? 

3.  Sunday’s message ended by contrasting a view of the gospel that is transactional (the goal being forgiveness and eternal life) with a view of the gospel that is relational (the goal being God himself).  When it comes to your faith, do you find yourself thinking more transactionally or more relationally of late?  

4.  On Sunday the statement was made: “The place where you are not reconciled is the place where you are not trusting God.”  What is an area where it’s hard for you to trust God that you group can be praying for you? 

Sermon Outline 
I.  Once we were alienated from God
	A.  Alienation implies that there was an original connection with God
1.  Genesis 1-2 paints a picture of shalom in which we enjoyed wholeness and right relationship with God
		2.  This shalom was contingent on us trusting God to tell us how best to live
3.  Our act of distrust and our pursuit of independence and autonomy 	led to alienation 		
B.  What humans bring to the table in this alienation
1.  “Enemies in your minds” (v. 21) 
a.  A way of thinking that makes us an enemy of God.  The essence of this thinking is the decision made at the tree:  “I will decide for myself what is good and what is evil. I don’t need a God telling me how to think, I’ll think for myself. 
			b.  Claiming to be wise they became fools (Ro 1: 21-22)
c.  Consider Jesus’ view of the world in the Sermon on the Mount and how contrary it is to popular ways of thinking about life:  Blessed are the poor in spirit, love your enemy, don’t seek other people’s approval, don’t store up treasures on earth.
2.  “Your evil behavior” (v. 21)
a.  Our bad thinking results in all sorts of bad behavior
b.  See Romans 1:28-30
C.  What God brings to the table in this alienation
	1.  Wrath (Romans 1:18)
a.  Wrath is God’s steady, consistent, determined opposition to sin 
b.  Wrath is actually an expression of his goodness
2.  Love (John 3:16, Ephesians 2:4-5)
a.  God’s wrath and love are not contradictory.  Every parent knows this.
b.  “The opposite of love is not anger.  The opposite of love is indifference.  Real love entails anger.  If you love somebody you get angry at the evil.” – Tim Keller

II.  But now God has reconciled us to himself 
A.  Reconciliation is entirely of God’s doing
	1.  “Gospel” means good news
a.  It’s not good advice or a way to gain God’s favor.  It’s news about something God has done for us. 
b.  Most religions and philosophies offer a way for us to reach up to God/the gods through some posture or action (sacrifices, good works, reincarnation, mindfulness, etc.) but Christianity is different.
		2.  The one quality required of us is faith (v. 23)
Faith is the one quality in us that looks entirely to him
	B.  We are reconciled to God by Christ’s physical body through death (v. 20 and 22)
1.  Reconciliation isn’t merely spiritual or theoretical; it is earthy, visceral and embodied in a historical event. 
		2.  Jesus is the perfect human who offers his life as a sacrifice
a.  2 Corinthians 5:21:  The great exchange.  Christ takes on our sin and suffers its consequences, and we take on his perfect righteousness
b.  Through Christ we are now, “holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation” v. 22
e.  Jesus is the fullness of God himself in human form (v. 19)
a.  So God is not merely sending a substitute.  God himself is on the cross taking the hit for our sin.
b.  In his infinite wisdom, God uses our very killing him as the event that reconciles us to him!  “What we intended for evil God intended for good”
C.  The goal of reconciliation is . . . God himself
a.  For some people the goal of reconciliation is transactional
1)  We get forgiveness, freedom, or eternal life.  
2) So we have that transaction which allows us forgiveness and freedom to keep on living the way we were previously living
	b.  But biblically the goal of reconciliation is relational
1) We get God himself! The one our hearts were created for. 
2) He becomes the center of our lives and the treasure we enjoy
3).   Eternal life is nothing more and nothing less than knowing God (John 17:3)






